tals we can do no more." Thus ends the book.
The case is put polemically and the argu ment seems mainly directed against 'classi cal' psychoanalysis, (by which he means not Freud, who is quoted approvingly to show his biological orientation, but his epigones). It all began, so we read in the introduction, during a visit by a psychoanalyst to Masserman's laboratory. The analyst, when shown a monkey with an 'experimental neurosis' said he could demonstrate that the monkey could not possibly have a neurosis. When challenged to proceed he said "Can the monkey know its own father? . . . and if not, can it have an Oedipus complex?" To this Masserman made the astonishing re tort "But none of us -including Oedipus -can ever really be sure who was his father!" This conversation, (or diversation?), evidently was based on the failure to define what each meant by the word 'neurosis', mistaken here for a clash of ideas, and this led to the far flung arguments presented in this book.
Masserman's outstanding work with ani mals and his 'experimental neurosis' is, of course, well known, and is one of the major contributions to the behavioural sciences. The extent of its application to our under standing of the psychoneuroses would still be regarded by most psychiatrists as un certain, which in no way detracts from its value. In fact if anything can do that it is the leap to the interpretation made by the author in this book -that they are the same. These states induced in the animals are in this book simply referred to as pho bias, compulsions, paranoid suspiciousness etc. The similarities between the 'experi mental neuroses' and the psychopathologi cal syndromes is obvious, but to assume it to be identical is going considerably beyond the established facts. Let us take an example to illustrate how mistaken one can be if one judges mental states purely from overt behaviour. A patient who washes excessively may be doing it, a) because he is doing dangerous, contaminating work and is simply cautious or, b) he may be doing it because he is convinced that he cleanses the world of its sins (deluded), or, c) because a voice is commanding him to do it (hallu cinated) or, d) he may explain that he knows it is silly and he cannot understand why he has to do it, but if he resists he becomes very anxious (compulsion). If we ignore the patient's introspective reports we cannot identify the symptom. In animals we have no such access to the understanding of be haviour and have to keep our judgement in abeyance.
Reading the book one wonders whom it might be addressed to. It is not clinical enough for a medical audience and too cursory for behavioural scientists or philo sophers. It takes too much for granted to. be really useful to the general reader. One comes to the conclusion that the book might be written for the author's own pleasure; a kind of statement of his own Wel tanschauung, the kind of thing everyone does from time to time in one form or another. It is obvious that he enjoyed writing it. There are such exuberant chap ter headings as "Semantic Reflections: On the whole, the articles are largely descriptive and impressionistic, with little emphasis on statistical data, but they pro bably reflect fairly accurately the available literature of short articles. This, like most compendiums, tends to be unreadable and it would be preferable for a few authors to summarize the present position. Also, it would have been more helpful if the references from the 78 articles were consolidated in one place in the book.
As a source book it may partially fill a need for some persons who know little of mental retardation and wish to obtain some feeling for the position of the adult retarded person in society. The second section is an outline of preskills for the occupational activities pro gram. It consists of eleven large-small muscle tasks to develop hand-eye co-ordina tion as a prelude to organized occupational activities.
The third section describes the occupa tional activities program and is laid out similarly to the pre-skills section. The 27 tasks are sequentially ordered and are pre paratory to entrance into the sheltered work shop within that institution. The emphasis here is on fine motor control.
The tasks in both these sections are clear ly illustrated and succinctly described, and require materials which are readily and cheaply available at hardware and toy stores.
The For unsophisticated psychiatrists and psy chologists Skinner has been the apostle of antitheory. This idea of Skinner's position has been based on a misreading of his 1950 paper "Are theories of learning necessary?" (2) and on his consistent rejection of hypothetico-deductive models as efficient tactics for the study of behaviour. In that paper Skin ner did define the term 'theory' as "any explanation of an observed fact which ap peals to events taking place somewhere else, at some other level of observation, described in different terms and measured, if at all, in different dimensions." More responsive stu dents, both sympathetic and unsympathetic, have long recognized that his novel-form Walden Two (3) presented grand theory in its truest sense. Indeed such polemicists as Joseph Wood Krutch and Naom Chomsky have attacked the Walden Two base so frequently that readers might assume that their continued return to Skinner indicated a phobia of the Utopian novel unless they were aware of the full significance of the
